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	1. Chapter 1

Dad and I were waiting in the airport for our luggage, when I saw my huge back duffle bag come round the conveyor belt.

"Here let me get that for you," Dad chirped.

"It's fine, I've got it," I replied lifting the duffle bag off the belt with ease.

Dad looked at me in surprise and laughed, "Where has my lil' Liv gone?" I just shrugged my shoulders and smiled. In the end I had to help Dad get his suitcase off the belt to stop him knocking everyone over as he struggled to lift it up. At least it gave a few old ladies behind us a chuckle.

Aunt Sue was waiting for us at the entrance of the airport and waved frantically as we appeared from the exit door. Dad rushed over to give her a big hug. It was the first time we had seen her since Dad's brother, Uncle Harry had died.

"Liv, come over here girl," she called out to me with a huge smile across her face.

I gave her a big grin back and hopped over to her. She gave me a big squeeze. "Oh man, it's so good to see you two. Gosh, it must have been what, three years since you were last here?" I saw there might have even been a little tear in her eye.

"Four years, Aunt Sue." I corrected her

"Oh, that long? At least this time you are staying for good," she beamed wiping the tears from her eyes.

"How you holding up anyway Sue?" Dad asked, with a more concerned look on his face.

"Ohh, just fine. You know me, I'm a trooper. Come on you two, let's get going."

We left the airport and headed over to her car. Dad struggled once again to lift the heavy bags which contained our lives from England into the boot. I just rolled my eyes and laughed as he huffed and puffed until I finally stepped in to lift the cases up.

When we finally set off for La Push, Dad and Sue just couldn't stop talking.

It was just like being back here again four years ago, when we used to visit for Christmas. Except this time, we were staying permanently. This time, Mum wasn't with us.

I sighed as I stared out the window. Back when we came for Christmas, I was so close to my cousin Leah. But she never called or emailed anymore. Sue had told me her fiancé, Sam, had left her for her other cousin Emily and she just hadn't been the same since.

"Liv?" I head Sue say.

"Huh." I said as I awoke from my daydream.

"How have you been? You got any gossip for me? School?... Boys?" She asked inquisitively whilst looking at me through her mirror.

I chuckled. Typical Aunt Sue, always wanting the gossip. "I'm nineteen now, so no more school and I couldn't possibly reveal my love life in front of Dad."

"Ohh come on," she teased. I heard my Dad starting to hum loudly.

I laughed, "sorry to disappoint Sue, but to be honest there's nothing really interesting to tell." _Liar, _I thought to myself.

"Hmmm. If you say so". She gave me slow wink and loudly whispered ,"You can tell me later."

Turning left off a junction in a very bleak looking town Sue bellowed, "Look we're nearly here. Oh I can't wait for you two to meet Charlie. David, you both like beer, football and fishing, you're going to get along just fine."

Dad responded to this by laughing. I loved that he seemed so happy.

We were going to be staying with Sue and Charlie for a bit while we fixed up and decorated the house Dad and I were moving into. I had seen photos and it looked like it needed _a lot_ of fixing up. Dad loves his projects though and it would keep him busy and his mind off everything that had happened in the last few years.

When we arrived I helped Dad get the bags out the car instead of watching him struggle and took them into the house.

"Hey, can I give you a hand there," a male voice said.

I looked up, "oh no thanks I can handle it. I'm Liv - you must be Charlie?"

"That's me. Pleased to meet ya'. Sue has been talking about you and your Pops no stop."

"That's our Aunt Sue," I smirked.

"I'll just go if your Dad and Sue want a hand with the rest of the stuff," Charlie said, as he walked out of the front door.

Now I came to think of it, I think I had remembered seeing him with Billy one of the Christmases we had been over here. He seemed nice enough anyway.

I stepped back outside and saw Dad, Sue and Charlie in the garage. It looked like they were examining fishing rods or something. I rolled my eyes. I think that was the only reason Dad wanted to come over here so he could go fishing with a buddy all year round.

As all the bags had been brought in the house I decided to go upstairs and unpack. Lucky for me, I was able to have the spare box room, and even though it wasn't that big, I was happy it was my own.

I had just finished making the bed and putting my clothes away when I heard someone come up the stairs. As I turned around I barely recognised the figure in front of me. He was very tall, very muscular and shirtless. Before I could say anything he spoke. "Lil' Liv, what on earth took you so long."

Now I knew who it was. Embry. Wow had he changed. I mean I had always had a crush on him even when we were very young, but back then he was quite short and a little bit scrawny. I would always spend most of my Christmas holidays playing with him, Leah and Seth.

Now with his 6ft5 stature and muscular build I could feel myself falling for him properly.

"Wow Embry, look at you wandering around half naked. Dude, when did you start taking steroids? You know I hear they make your manhood shrink." I teased playfully.

"Oh shut up you and give me a hug," he chuckled as he put his big arms around me. I put my hands around his waist, buried my head into his chest, and took in his familiar scent that I had missed all these years.

"When did you get here, you didn't call? I just saw your Dad as I was walking through" he said as we parted.

"I pretty much just got here now. Missed me that much have you?" I cooed, whilst I went over to sit on the bed.

He laughed as he came and lay on the bed next to me. "You wish 'O-Livia'. Nah I'm just glad your back. Don't go reading too much into that though."

I turned to look at his face and my greyish blue eyes, met his familiar big warm brown eyes. He still had his cute little dimples as well, which was a huge bonus.

"Well hopefully I'll be staying for a lot longer this time. Although, I'm not so sure. It looks just as miserable here as it does in England." I replied in jest.

"Well tomorrow evening I could take you out for some dinner? I- I mean, well, only if you want to. Just as friends, you know." He stuttered as I watched his face get a little redder.

"Hmm. Well of course I'm a very busy person, but, I suppose I could fit you in for a couple of hours," I taunted, trying not to giggle as he started to look annoyed.

"Yeh, yeh, yeh. I guess you'll want to see some of your family first. Seth has been going on about you coming up for months."

Despite not having any siblings of my own, Seth was always like a little brother to me. His excitability and child like nature could always cheer me up.

"How is everyone anyway, Seth, Leah, Sam, Jared, the 'La Push' crew?" I asked.

Embry shuffled on the bed looking a little bit uncomfortable. "Well I don't really hang out with Sam or Paul or Jared anymore. Me, Jacob, Quill, Seth and Leah sort of chill together often at the Cullens' place."

"Oh I see, did you guys had a falling out? You always all seemed pretty close." I asked puzzlingly. "Also, the Cullens?"

"Yeh, you know Carlisle, the doctor who works in Forks. Charlie's daughter, Bella, married Carlisle's son Edward and they have a kid Nessie. Jacob is pretty attached to Nessie so we often chill round there," he said.

I remembered Carlisle Cullen briefly, as he had once treated me for a broken foot when I was younger. I blame Leah for that, making me climb a tree when she knew I was scared of heights. It all seemed pretty strange to me though. All the guys used to act like brothers, and now Embry wasn't hanging out with them but with Carlisle's family. How did this make any sense?

Before I could ask him anything else, Embry sat up and said, "Are those your scars?"

I looked down and saw four long silver indents that stretched across my right thigh. They were painful reminders. Curse me for wearing shorts that day. I barely had enough time to answer, when he moved his hand over my leg and traced the deep lines with his fingers. His warm, gentle touch made me tremble.

"Sorry, I didn't mean to bring that up," he gushed, whilst snatching his hand away.

"It's ok honest. Sometimes it makes me feel better talking about," I said whilst smiling at him. I was lying though. I hated to talk about it. It had happened two years ago and yet I still remember how I got those scars as if it were last night.

"I know you lost your Mom that night. I'm so sorry Liv, she was really special, we all loved her." He was staring at me, his face full of concern.

Yes, I had lost my Mum that night. I had watched her die in front of me. I had watched her as she was murdered by a monster. A monster I would never escape from.

I turned my face away from his. "I'm fine," I lied, "it was a long time ago. I still get nightmares sometimes, but one day they will fade." I just said it to reassure Embry, but in the back of my mind I secretly knew that they would never fade.

There was a short silence between us, until I felt him put his arms around me and pull me next to him on the bed. "At least this time you won't be leaving me," he whispered as he pulled my head into his chest. I couldn't help but smile. I closed my eyes as I felt the warmth from his body radiate on to me, and it was in this moment I felt the safest and happiest I had in years.

It was also in this moment, I heard that dreaded sound.

_Aaaaaaa-oooooooohhhhhhhhhh._


	2. Chapter 2

**AN. I just wanted to say thank you to everyone who has taken the time to read my story. **

**Pretty excited to finally be writing it, as has been stuck in my head for far too long. **

**Hope you have as much fun reading it as I do writing.**

* * *

><p>The howl rippled through my body. It made me jump off the bed and into the far corner of the small room. <em>Wolves?<em> I thought. No. No, this wasn't a wolf's cry. It was something bigger, something more dangerous. I could sense it was less than a mile away. It was too close.

"Woah, Liv what the hell?" Embry nervously laughed as he sat up and glanced in my direction.

"What… was… that?" I snarled slowly.

"Liv, chill it was just a dog or something. Look I don't know, it was nothing," he said looking confused, glancing from me to his feet. I could tell he was lying. Why was he lying?

I looked over from Embry to a mirror that was on the other side of the room and realised I was almost crouching on the floor. I instantly pulled myself up so I was standing straight and didn't look like a complete psycho.

Embry looked back at me and smiled. "I guess it could always be wolves," he teased.

I narrowed my eyes at him, "You don't get wolves here."

"I know. It was probably just a dog. Loads of people have those huge dogs that resemble wolves nowadays." He looked back at his feet and ran his hands through his thick, dark hair.

I wasn't stupid. A howl like that didn't come from a pet dog. I glanced at Embry shuffling in his seat and figured I was probably creeping him out a bit with my reaction. "Sorry," I mumbled, "just sometimes I get a bit, you know, with things like that, I-"

"It's all right Liv, I understand," Embry said softly whilst looking at my scars on my leg. He stretched out his hand for me to take, which I did and he pulled me gently back onto the bed.

"Honestly it's so good seeing you again," he said, whilst softly placing his hand under my chin. I stared into his large chocolate coloured eyes, and the thought of the howl completely vanished from my mind. It was such a perfect moment. Well it would have been if his phone hadn't started ringing.

"Arr crap," he said taking it out of his pocket. He didn't even answer it, but said "Look I've to go, but we still on for er- that- er dinner tomorrow? Just at the diner, you know."

I giggled at his nervousness. "Of course, Embry. Ugh, I have missed this."

"I have too Liv. Pick you up at five, OK?" He stood up and ruffled my hair, before he walked out the room, down the stairs and I heard a door bang.

Suddenly remembering the howl and how nervous it had made me feel, I stood up and looked out my window towards the forest. As I was looking I saw a figure running into the trees, in the exact direction the howl had came from. Embry? Why was he running into the forest? What was he hiding from me?

The howl, had put my mind in confusion and angst. What if, what if it it had come from something that was like me? No, impossible, the sun was still up. I sat back on my bed, as my legs were feeling weak. Could it be that there was another monster out there?

I couldn't relax for the rest of the day, but under strict instructions from Dad, I had to help him and Charlie deliver some building supplies over to our run-down soon to be house. I also unpacked what little we had brought with us into Sue's house. Dad had decided to stay working on our new home, whilst I was helped Sue make some dinner in the kitchen. She said Leah and Seth would be home soon and I was looking forward to seeing them. As I was chopping up some salad, Charlie came into the kitchen to grab a beer and I used the opportunity to ask them both about the howling.

"Hey, Sue… Charlie. I heard, well, howling earlier. Like a dog's howl except it sounded like it came from something, well, much bigger. Do you get like, wolves around here?" I questioned trying not to sound crazy.

I was surprised by Charlie's reaction as he looked at his feet and used his free hand to scratch the back of his neck. _Hmmm,_ I thought.

Sue just shrugged and laughed. "Oh no! It's probably just dogs, loads of families round La Push have them chained up outside," she chirped.

I guess that's what Embry had said. Yet I knew it wasn't just a dog. "Yea but it sounded as if it was coming from the forest, just out back," I explained.

"Well it'll probably just be a stray then, don't worry about it Liv. Can you pass me the tomatoes please," she asked, "It's so nice having someone around the house to help out."

Charlie gave a grumble as he left the kitchen to go sit in the front room. Well that was a clear subject change. Maybe I was wrong I thought to myself, maybe it was just a dog. I guess I hadn't heard anything else like it all day.

We were almost finished making up some lasagne for dinner, when I heard a male and female's voice approaching the house. I figured it must have been Seth and Leah.

"Oh, Seth and Leah are here," I perked up.

"What? How do you know?" Sue asked looking at me strangely.

I just shrugged realising that Sue probably couldn't hear them, "it's nearly time to eat isn't it?"

Sue gave out a big laugh and said, "sure is!"

Just as I had said, Seth and Leah came through the back door. They appeared to arguing over who was the fastest runner.

"Look I may not be the strongest, but I sure as hell put every single one of you in the dust by being the fastest," said Leah. Her faced was screwed up, like she was annoyed.

"Whatever. We just let you win because you're a girl. Livvvvvv, it's been so long." Seth shouted as he ran over for a hug. I gawped at how big he had gotten. No longer my little cousin, he must have been over six foot already and muscles!? What had these boys taken?

"Wow Seth. What the hell. How have you grown so fast? I swear you weren't even five foot a couple years ago," I jeered whilst hugging him.

He laughed, "Yeh I guess I have grown quite a bit, haven't I. Unlike you, shorty. Hey Liv check out these guns," he said as he proceeded to start flexing his arm muscle. I rolled my eyes.

"Very impressive Seth, I'm sure you get all the ladies. Hey Leah, girl how are you?" I said giving her a big grin and holding out my arms to give her a hug. She was definitely taller and looked more lean. But, there was no denying there was a sadness in her eyes.

"Hey, Liv. Long time no see," she grumbled, as we hugged. I remembered her being a tiny bit more pleased to see me the previous time I had visited. She didn't even look at me, but just sat at the table waiting for her food. Seems like this Sam business had really got to her. Although I was curious about what had happened, I didn't want to bring it up in front of everyone, so kept my mouth shut. Dad came home looking a picture, as he was covered head to toe in dust and dirt. At least this meant we could finally eat.

"So Liv, we saw Embry was round earlier." Sue said wagging her eyebrows at me. Oh lord. Sue used to go on like this when we used to visit for a few weeks. It's going to be even worse now.

"Embry?" my Dad questioned, narrowing his eyes at me. "Oh, I remember. Nice kid."

"Yea, he was so pumped to hear you were coming back. Liv this, Liv that, he was starting to get on everyone's nerves talking about you," Seth said with his mouth stuffed to the brim with garlic bread and pasta.

"I'm sure Seth. Anyway we're just friends. I'd like to keep it that was as well," I quickly added looking down at my plate of food. I heard Leah scoff and she rolled her eyes.

"Not sure Embry feels the same way," Seth said copying his Mum's eyebrow wagging. Leah made another scoffing sound and proceeded to get up from the table and leave the kitchen.

"And, where do you think you're going," Sue demanded.

"Out, all this boy talk is putting me off my food," Leah shouted as she banged the front door behind her.

Sue sighed and gave me an apologetic look. I just smiled back. I knew I was going to have to get Leah alone so she could tell me everything that had happened.

"Oh, Liv, I'm going to the Cullens tomorrow if you want to come," Sue said changing the subject.

"Yeh, come! Jacob and Quil will be there. And Emmmmmbryyyy," Seth teased battering his eyelashes at me. I saw my Dad give a little grin. I guess I was going to have to accept that this teasing wasn't going to end. I decided I might as well tag along with Sue tomorrow, I was pretty intrigued about these Cullens. If nothing else, I would get to see the other guys, and hopefully get some time alone to talk to Leah.

The next morning Sue came to wake me up, but I had already been awake for hours. The whole night, I just couldn't get to sleep properly. It was probably because I was in a different bed, in a different room. Or maybe it was because I knew something wasn't right around here.

I asked Sue if Seth and Leah were coming with us and she told me they had already gone over.

"Come on Liv, we'll head over there now. Ohh you're going love little Renesmee, Charlie's granddaughter. She's just so precious." She said getting in the car.

I hopped into the front seat next to her. From what Embry had said I was curious as to why some of the other boys didn't hang out with the Cullens.

The journey was pretty short and I didn't mind having some time to talk to Sue.

"I'm sorry about last night and Leah. I know she doesn't mean to be, well, difficult. I know you two used to be close," Sue said.

"Honestly it's fine. I didn't take any of it the wrong way. She's been through a lot. I'll try and talk to her, see if I can help out in anyway."

Sue smiled and rested her hand on my arm. We began to drive up a track covered by trees and forest, until we approached a house at the end. "Annnd we're here." Sue said, pulling the car to a stop. As soon as she got out, a small girl in a blue dress ran down the stairs of the house and effortlessly jumped into Sue's arms.

"Gosh Renesmee you are just getting bigger by the day," Sue exclaimed, whilst slightly struggling to hold the girl up. Renesmee instantly turned her head towards me and I saw she had a worried expression on her face. "Renesmee, this is my niece, Liv, the one I told you about, from England," Sue said and Renesmee smiled shyly at me.

"I like your dress Renesmee, very pretty," I said trying to make her feel more at ease.

She gave another timid smile before Sue put her down, and she ran back up the stairs to the house.

I walked with Sue closer to the house, but stopped abruptly when a tall figure appeared in the doorway. He spoke before I even had the chance to look at him properly.

"You must be Liv, hello. It's nice to finally meet you. I'm Edward Cullen, Charlie's son in law," he said with a soothing voice.

Immediately all my senses flared up at once. I glared at the figure above me. He looked extremely attractive, slightly muscular and had pale, but flawless skin. But, he felt cold. He made all the hairs on my body stand on end, and a shiver run down my back. My instincts were screaming at me internally, telling me that I had to get away, that it wasn't safe. I immediately wanted to get out of there. I needed to get out of there.

I saw Edward's facial expression change from a smile, to a look of confusion.

Despite the panic that I could feel flowing through my body, begging me to flee, I had to stay calm.

"Urm, Sue I'm not feeling so good. I think I'm going to head back," I said rather unconvincingly. I could here the shakiness in my voice.

"But you just got here, what's wrong," she said turning to look at me worryingly.

"Nothing, nothing, I just have to clear my head. I don't feel well," I repeated backing away from the house slowly. I saw another figure come to the door, it was another man, this time older with blonde hair, Carlisle. He looked just like i remembered him, but this time, like Edward, he felt cold.

"It's ok. I'll take you back. To be honest you don't really look that great," Sue said walking towards me.

"No," I said a little too harshly. "Sorry no. It's ok I remember the way. I just want to clear my head."

Before she could even protest at my decision I turned around and started walking briskly down the drive. As soon as I thought I was out of sight I broke out into a run, almost a sprint. What was going on? Why was my whole body telling me to just get out of there? Those people, it was so strange, they sent shivers all over my body. I could feel myself shaking as I ran, making me stumble.

That's when I remembered. I remembered I had come across people like this before. It was only about a year ago, but I wasn't in this weak form, and back then my instincts weren't telling me to run, they were telling me to kill.


End file.
